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and awareness for FOP. In his memory, 
Mackenzie’s family has created the 
Stephen L. Roach Fund for FOP Re-
search, which to date has raised more 
than $800,000. 

Last March, President Bush declared 
2002–2011 as National Bone and Joint 
Decade. That is a very hopeful develop-
ment, and hope goes a long way. When 
we join that hope with a sustained 
focus on finding a cure for FOP, we will 
go even further. 
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NINTH CIRCUIT COURT SPLIT—S. 
562 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to join my colleagues in spon-
soring S. 562, which will reorganize the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. I have 
been a long-time advocate of splitting 
this controversial court and my pas-
sion was further enflamed when a 
three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit 
ruled that the words ‘‘under God’’ in 
the Pledge of Allegiance are unconsti-
tutional. I found this ruling appalling. 

In fact, I am also a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 71, which expressed support of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. This resolution 
unanimously passed the Senate on 
March 4. This resolution came as a re-
sult of the Ninth Circuit voting not to 
have the full court reconsider the ear-
lier decision, which I believe was a mis-
take. 

The current Ninth Circuit encom-
passes nine States, two territories, and 
14 million square miles. The current 
population is estimated at 45 million 
people; however, the Census Bureau has 
estimated the population to grow to 63 
million by the year 2010. In compari-
son, the circuit with the second highest 
population is the Sixth Circuit, which 
contains 29 million people. The Ninth 
Circuit also seats the highest number 
of active judges with 28, whereas the 
Fifth Circuit has the second highest 
with 17. The average number of judges 
in each circuit, excluding the Ninth 
Circuit, is 12.6. 

The population served by the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals needs a 
change. The liberal, frequently re-
versed decisions handed down by the 
Ninth Circuit do not fairly represent 
the views of my State and many of 
those in the surrounding region. About 
half of the judges on the Ninth Circuit 
are California based and, with all due 
respect, do not reflect the principles 
and values of those of us from Mon-
tana. 

The amount of time between filing 
and disposition on the Ninth Circuit is 
exorbitant. In 2001, the national aver-
age was 10.9 months, while the Ninth 
Circuit’s average time was 15.8 months, 
nearly a 5-month difference. From 1996 
to 2001, the national average has in-
creased by 0.5 months while the Ninth 
Circuit’s average has increased by 1.5 
months. 

The size, unbalanced judgeships, high 
reversal record, and intracircuit con-
flicts of the Ninth Circuit, along with 
the past success of dividing the Fifth 

Circuit, endorse the notion of division. 
It was the intent of Congress to create 
regional courts based upon identity of 
population and the current Ninth Cir-
cuit Court simply does not reflect Mon-
tana’s unique social, cultural, geo-
graphic or economic characteristics. 

This trend cannot continue. It is 
time to split the Ninth Circuit and I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this reasonable, commonsense 
bill. 
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ZIMBABWE 

Mr. FEINGOLD. I rise to draw the 
Senate’s attention to events in 
Zimbabwe, where a continuing polit-
ical and economic crisis is devastating 
the country and threatening the future 
of the southern African region. A com-
bination of corruption at the highest 
levels of government, political despera-
tion leading to ill-conceived economic 
and agricultural policies implemented 
in chaotic fashion, and severe political 
repression have brought the country to 
its knees. Already devastated by the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic, Zimbabwe is now 
gripped by a food crisis—one in large 
part caused by the government’s poli-
cies. Nearly 40 percent of Zimbabweans 
are malnourished. This in a country 
that used to be a net exporter of food 
to the region. 

Members of Zimbabwe’s ruling party 
and their cronies have led their own 
country to ruin—even starvation—in 
order to manipulate the population and 
retain power. We are talking about a 
government that tortures independent 
journalists, beats respected civil soci-
ety leaders who have testified before 
Congress, murders opposition sup-
porters, and recently even arrested and 
detained a U.S. diplomat. 

Last week, President Bush signed an 
executive order freezing the assets of 77 
Zimbabwean individuals responsible for 
this repression and abuse, and prohib-
iting Americans from having business 
dealings with them. This is a step 
many of us in Congress had been an-
ticipating for some time. Just last 
month I asked Secretary of State Pow-
ell about the status of the asset freeze, 
and more recently I spoke with the 
President’s National Security Advisor, 
Dr. Condoleezza Rice, about this mat-
ter. I am glad the delay is over, and I 
commend the President for taking this 
step. 

I was recently in Botswana and 
South Africa, and it is clear the con-
sequences of the crisis are spilling over 
into other parts of the southern Afri-
can region. Zimbabweans desperate to 
escape are spilling across borders. For-
eign investors are nervous about en-
gagement in the region. And the muted 
reaction of other African leaders is 
calling into question their commit-
ment to the basic principles so critical 
to the development of the region. 

I also commend the President and 
the administration for making it clear 
that the U.S. condemnation of the 
Zimbabwean government has nothing 

to do with race, and everything to do 
with basic principles like the rule of 
law, democratic governance, and free-
dom of expression. As the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Afri-
can Affairs, I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the administra-
tion, with colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle, with African leaders, and 
with the many brave and capable 
Zimbabweans who are working to stop 
Zimbabwe’s decline into disorder and 
to realize the potential of the 
Zimbabwean people. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise 
to take note of International Women’s 
Day, which people around the world 
commemorated last Saturday. For 
nearly a century, women’s groups 
worldwide have paused on March 8 to 
celebrate the achievements and con-
tributions of women in all fields of 
human endeavor throughout our his-
tory. It is a special occasion to remem-
ber the progress women have made and 
to reflect upon the injustices and hard-
ships they still face. 

When I arrive here a decade ago, 
there were only six women in the Sen-
ate, and four of them had just come in 
with me in the Class of ‘92. Today there 
are 14. Of the 18 women who have ever 
been elected to a full term in the Sen-
ate, 13 are here now. There are now 62 
women in the House of Representa-
tives—the most ever. And NANCY 
PELOSI recently became the first 
woman ever chosen to lead a majority 
party in the Congress. Around the 
world, at latest count, almost 500 mil-
lion people live in countries with fe-
male elected heads of government. 

These are encouraging signs that we 
are making progress toward achieving 
full equality for women in the political 
realm. But even after the great ad-
vances of the past decade, women, who 
are more than half the electorate, ac-
count for only 14 percent of each House 
of the U.S. Congress. This is just one 
example of how, in so many areas, we 
still have a long way to go. 

Women have made tremendous 
strides in the last century. In the 
United States today, more women than 
ever are attending college and earning 
post-graduate degrees. More women are 
entering the workforce and starting 
their own companies. But although 
equal pay for equal work has been the 
law of the land since 1963, on average, 
women still earn substantially less 
than men. Wage discrimination per-
sists, costing families thousands of dol-
lars each year. I am proud to support 
legislative efforts to correct this dis-
crepancy. 

While many women are going to 
work, many have to sacrifice time 
spent with their children in order to af-
ford child care, education, and health 
care for their kids. Too often, women 
and children fall through the cracks of 
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